[Age-related characteristics of the human acromioclavicular joint].
By birth in the acromioclavicular joint the acromial end of the clavicle is osseous, and the acromion of the scapula is cartilaginous. The most intensive formation of the relief and configuration of the articular surfaces of the joint occurs from 1 to 3 years of age. In mature persons the form of the articular surface of the acromial end of the clavicle is often oval and that of the acromion of the scapula--ellipsoid. In newborns the areas of the articular surfaces are nearly equal. The area of the articular surface of the acromial end of the clavicle is significantly more than that of the acromion of the scapula during the periods from 1 to 3, from 13 to 17 and from 21 to 30 years of age. The articular cleft is revealed in the roentgenograms by 17 years of age, when synostosis process of the acromion of the scapula is completed. The thickness of the articular cartilage at different poles of the articular surfaces from birth up to 70 years of age is not equal and therefore it is possible to judge about nonequivalent functional loading on different areas of the articular cartilage. The articular cartilage of the acromial end of the clavicle from birth to 16 years of age is hyaline, after 17 years of age, they acquire the structure of the fibrous cartilage. In the articular cartilage of the acromion of the scapula, this rearrangement is realized more slowly: its fibrous structure is revealed after 23-24 years of age. Involutional changes in the joint are revealed during the fourth decade.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)